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as willingly to injure self in benefiting them, cannot at .the
same time be so regardless of others as to accept benefits
which they injure themselves in giving.

The incongruities that emerge if we assume pure altruism
to be universally practised, may be otherwise exhibited
thus. Suppose that each, instead of enjoying such pleasures
as come to him, or such consumable appliances to pleasure as
he has worked for, or such occasions for pleasure as reward
his efforts, relinquishes these to a single other, or adds them
to a common stock from which others benefit; what will
result ? Different answers may be given according as we
assume that there are, or are not, additional influences
brought into play.                Suppose there are no additional

influences. Then, if each transfers to another his happiness,
or means to happiness, or occasions for happiness, while some
one else does the like to him, the distribution of happiness
is, on the average, unchanged; or if each adds to a common
stock his happiness, or means to happiness, or occasions for
happiness, from which common stock each appropriates his
portion, the average state is still, as before, unchanged.
The only obvious effect is that transactions must be gone
through in the redistribution; and loss of time and labour
must result.              Now suppose some additional influence

which makes the process beneficial; what must it be ? The
totality can be increased only if the acts of transfer
increase the quantity of that which is transferred. The
happiness, or that which brings it, must be greater to one
who derives it from another's efforts, than it would have
been had his own efforts procured it; or otherwise, sup-
posing a fund of happiness, or of that which brings it, has
been formed by contributions from each, then each, in
appropriating his share, must find it larger than it would
have been had no such aggregation and dispersion taken
place. To justify belief in such increase two conceivable
assumptions may be made* One is that though the sum of
pleasures, or of pleasure-yielding things, remains the same